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| NT. HOME - KITCHEN - EVEN NG
SARAH st ands at the stove, making dinner. RICK enters.

Rl CK
Hey honey.

SARAH
Hey.

She starts |adling sone food onto his plate.

Rl CK
|1l get that. Just sit down. Been
on your feet all day.

SARAH
Thanks.

He ki sses her on the cheek. She sits. He serves them both,
pours sone W ne, sits across from her.

Rl CK
You | ook beauti ful .

SARAH
Thank you. So how s work goi ng?
Avery cutting you any slack?

He sits down, starts eating.

Rl CK
Avery?

SARAH
Your boss? The extra hours? Is he
treating you any nicer now that
you' re there alnost all the time?

Rl CK
Ch. Ah. No. | nean, he’ s been gone
a lot, actually. Honme office.
Meet i ngs.

SARAH
That’'s too bad.

Rl CK

Nah, it’s good. | have the office
to nyself nost of the tine.
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SARAH
So what’'re you working on? Al
these late nights?

Rl CK
(shrugs)
Just -- tech stuff. (takes a bite)
s this basil? | like the flavor.
It’'s tangy.
SARAH
(noddi ng)

And a little sage. dad you Ilike
it. (takes a sip of wine) | had ny
m d-term yest er day.

Rl CK
That's cool .

SARAH
| got a "D' on the lab part. |
bl anked out when the tiner started.
| couldn’t renenber anything.

RI CK
(absently)
That’ s great. Good for you.

SARAH
"That’s great"? "Good for you"?

Rl CK
What ?

SARAH
| got a "D," Rick. It isnt

"great." It’s horrible.
RI CK
Sorry. | was -- you got a D. Ww.

That nust be --

SARAH
Forget it. (hesitates; drunms her
fingers on the table) That isn’t
what | wanted to talk to you about.

Rl CK
What’ s goi ng on, Sarah?

SARAH

You’' ve been different lately.
Pr eoccupi ed.
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Rl CK
|"mjust tired. Al the overtine.
SARAH
| don’t think so.
Rl CK
|"mnot |lying. Avery is --
SARAH
Screwit. | can’t do this anynore.

(takes a breath) Are you having an
affair, R ck?

RI CK
What ?
SARAH
An affair. Just tell ne. Yes or no.
Rl CK
O course not! (laughs) | |ove you,
Sarah. | would never --
SARAH

Right. You love ne totally. You'd
never keep anything fromne. So who
exactly is Marie?

RI CK
Mari e?

SARAH
She cal | ed when you were out. Left
four messages. She said it’s
"urgent." You need to call her
right away. "Darling." She threw
that in at the end. She sounds --
passi onate. | can see why --

RI CK
| don’t even know a Mari e.

SARAH
She had your phone nunber. (stands,
glares down at him If you' re going
to screw around, if you're going to
lie to nme, at |east have the
decency to --

Rl CK
Honey - -
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The phone rings. They both look at it. It rings again. He
goes to the phone, I ooks at the caller i.d., hesitates.

SARAH
Just answer it.

He picks up the phone.

RI CK
(i nto phone)
Wiy the hell are you calling ne
her e?

MARI E
(voi ce on phone)

| need you. CGet your ass over here.
Now.

He scowl s, hangs up the phone.

Rl CK
It'’s work. | have to --
SARAH
Just go, Rick. W'll talk when you

get back.

She exits. He stares after her, shakes his head, | eaves.

I NT: OFFI CE

Rick arrives, starts taking off his coat. MARIE enters
t hrough anot her door carrying a sheaf of papers, w nks at
hi m

MARI E
That was quick. | just got this
fromthe | ab. (waves a printed
report) It’s | ooking good, babe.
Coming in on the finish linel A
little fine-tuning, and we shoul d
have the product ready to sell and
start shipping in about two nonths.

She cones over to him kisses him

Rl CK
Marie, listen --

She reaches up, starts unbuttoning his shirt.
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She | ooks

MARI E
Wanna play around? |’ve got tine.

Rl CK
No. (he pushes her away; she | ooks
startled) I'"mnot -- why did you
want nme here, anyway?

MARI E
For that, and sonme other things. Is
there a probl en?

Rl CK
My wife, for one thing.
MARI E
(bl ankly)

Your wi fe?

Rl CK
Sarah. She thinks we're. ..

at him bl ankly, then shakes her head,

MARI E
You're not married, Rick. You don't
even have a girlfriend. That’'s why
| hired you. That, and your other
assets. So you could troubl eshoot
the product, give it a conplete
wor kout, wi thout any --
conplications.

RI CK
Don't call Sarah a "product."

MARI
Fine, then. She's a "service." Like
that better? "Introducing the New
Sarah 9000! She fucks! She cooks!
She’s a housewi fe and a | over." Oh,
and, she thinks she's real. But
you' re not supposed to! Wat is
wong wWith you these days?

Rl CK
| just don’t |ike you tal king about
her Iike that.

MARI E
|’mglad you' re getting into your
wor k, Rick. But you need to keep a
little perspective. If she's giving
( MORE)

| aughi ng.
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MARI E (cont’ d)
you any problens, just say "Freeze
Wfe Program" You can change her
name, erase her nenories, fix
what ever glitches she’s having, and
start over.

Rl CK
It’s not a glitch! I don't want to
erase her, or change her. | think
MARI E
Yes?
Rl CK

| think I |ove her.



